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KEPORT OF COMMITTEE. 



St. Loujs, Dec. 15, 1865. 
The Pbesidext asu Direutob"* or the 

Union Merchants Exf hinge of St. Louis. 

Your Committee hi\e the honor to report that a number of 
the most populous and tbiivmg citiea on the Ohio and Missis- 
sippi i-iverg have been visited; that we find the movement we 
inaugurated meets with most hearty approval, the advisability 
of improving navigation on the Mississippi and its tributaries 
being apparent to all who have interests in that part of the 
Union permeated by the Mississippi and its affluents. When 
the main river was closed to commerce, railroads were insuffi- 
cient for the transportation demanded; the cost of carriage to 
the sea^board then, and even now, is a severe burden on our sur- 
plus produce shipped to Atlantic and foreign ports, the cost of 
transportation between the producer and consumer eventnally 
and always falling on the producer. To us, cheap water carriage 
to New Orleans is an inestimable benefit. 

The vessels being wholly built and owned among us, their 
expenses for hands, fuel and repairs, are almost wholly disbursed 
among the people who support them; no interest on bonds or 
mortgages, dividends of profits, floats from their earnings to 
enrich foreign capitalists, the direct producer having a large 
proportion indirectly returned to him in the disbursements of 
those employed in navigation for the support of themselves and 
families. 

The rates of freight for the existing year have ruled high 
from a deficient supply of good and sound vessels, the scarcity 
, of skilled hands, the high price of fuel, and the enhanced first 
cost of the vessels employed. Competition will, in good time, 
bring these points to their fair level. 

It is the direct interest of the community to cheapen cai-riage. 
To facilitate navigation and render it safer, is to reduce the 
price of transportation without injuring the interest of the car- 
rier ; a marine loss of property is a loss of wealth to the com- 
munity at largo ; if insured, a percentage has to be paid for 
the risk incurred ; the loss is simply divided by the shareholders 
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of lESuvanee Companies, instead of felling wholly on Uie owner. 
Render navigation more safe, and insurance preraiunia will be 
correspondingly lower. 

There are tuga now running, ivhich, when the lower river is 
cleared of snaga and aimilar obstructions, are able at a fair stage 
of water to take down safely as an ordinary trip, in barges or 
lightera, from 7,500 to 9,500 tons, or 250,000 to 300,000 bushels 
of bulk wheat ; their complete crew being 31 to S3 hands, all 
told. Thia incontestible fact commends itself to the serious no- 
tice of the community ; the wastage, with ordinary care, is nomi- 
nal ; often the percentage is ,001 to .006. 

It is proposed to petition Congress through our Eepresenta- 
tivea to build, equip, and maintain Snag Boats, to remove wrecks, 
loga and patches of rock frora the main channel of the river; 
to fell timber at falling-in banks; to improve by dam and lock, 
or otherwise, the rapids of the Misaissippi ; to improve Grand 
Chain, on the Ohio, and any other judicious entei'prise which 
may be advisable. Government has at Washington a hydro- 
graphic survey of both rapids of the Mississippi; a terrene sur- 
vey, to estimate the cost of canaling, should, at the earliest mo- 
ment, be made. If carried out, a fiiir toll for locking should be 
collected till the cost and its interest be caneeiled. 

The whole movement should be under the management of effi- 
cient and skilled parties ; polities having nothing at stake in 
this movement, the Superintendent, Captains and superior acting 
oiSeers should bo appointed by the United States authorities, 
solely from persons recommended annually by a delegation from 
the Boards of Trade of each port of registration ; the tonnage 
represented being the basis of votes cast; said Board having the 
power to remove inefficient or unworthy appointees. 

The sum total of losses occasioned by obstructions in the 
Western rivers wo are not able to fully state ; however, we are 
assored from sources we deem reliable, that losses by obstruc- 
tiona and detentions on the Missiaaippi river and tributaries 
have exceeded three miUiona of dollara the paat year ; and fur- 
ther, that the losses by detention and accidents on the lower rap- 
ids at Keokuk, will alone for this year exceed half a million of 
dollars; boats are sometimes throe to five days working over 
them, the difficult part being by the course of the channel but 
eight miles. Again, that boats during low water, full half the 
nights lay to at Grand Chain on the Ohio, where four wrecks 
lay ; and stiU further, there are three or more rocks in the Mis- 
sissippi river, at its junction with the Ohio, which have beiin the 
cause of more than one million dollars losses within the laat ten 
years; bear in mind that these losses to carriers must be repaid 
by increased rates of freight. 
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These ave but losses of property. The aggregate loss of life 
may be put down at thousands, comprising every age, sex and 
condition; lives as valuable to the coantry as the lives lost on 
salt water. The daty of Congress on this point is manifest and 
pUin. 

The amount of vessels and tonnage now employed on these 
waters is shown in the following Exhibit, the carrying capacity 
being the closest test of their value to their owners and the pub- 
lic ; the absurd official rule of measuring the engine room, an 
appurtenance above ail caulked seams, sides, deck and piank- 
shears, rendering the registered tonnage too vague and uncer- 
tain to base estimates upon for commercial calculation. 

The number of Barges, Lighters and similar craft nsed as aux- 
iliaries is very large; but the enrolling of such being a new 
though advisable regulation, the compilation of same was not 
carried out. The Custom House Collectors were by no means 
able to enforce the enrollment of very many craft nsed by Tugs 
or private individuals. We hope that all craft used as common 
carriers will in future be lice need, enrolled and undergo 
inspection, 

EXHIBIT A. 
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43;983 
5,137 
5,019 
3,305 
2,192 
25,425 
15,121 
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2i;625 
2,893 
42,471 

"4;973 
110,769 
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Dubuque 

Evans VI He 

Gulenfl 

Keokuk 

LoaisTille 

Memphia 

*New Albany 

Nashville 

'Natchez 


30,497.16 

3,204,37 
3,043.51 
2,297,77 
1,173.86 
14,100.64 
9,849,62 

1,183! 06 


4,134,000 
459,500 
402,600 
435,000 
178,500 
1,994,500 
1,011,200 

ioaVooo 


New Orleans 

Paduoah 

Pittsburgh, (81 Tugs) 

•Qumoy 

St Paul 

St LouiB 

•Viokabure 

ffheehng 


15,860.07 
2,100.80 
33,598.00 


1,292,000 

265,000 

3,920,800 


3,088.52 
86,532.34 


607,500 
8,830,000 


9,538.11 


918,000 




910 


216,067.83 


292,144 


24,556,600 



During the late RebeUion the number and tonnage of steam- 
eis has been greatly reduced by various causes incident thereto ; 
though the number ot the fleet is rapidly increasing, their aggre- 
gate vilue ind tieit,hts etrneil will not progress in the same 
utio, we theiefoie consi<iei it prudent to keep the estimates of 
revenne below the present minimum value. To say — ^-- i 



We estimate freights earned during 1865, at 1632,516,585 

Underwriters' taluntion of Steamers at 40 pel- cent, Ibes 

tlian their present market value 14,73IS,960 

liBvy a tax of 2perct, to be collected and added to the freight 
bill of the consignee, to be paid periodioally by the 
Boats to the Custom House, would produce a revenue of $650,331 

Add 3 per cent, tax on Underwriters' yaluation of vessels ; 

iLiiuually levied, produces, say 442,018 

Nett annual revenue $1,092,349 

The tas on Barges, Lighters, Ac, will greatly enlarge the above revenue. 

To show by example the vast extent of commerce transacted 
oa these waters, we submit the statistics of a few of the cities- 
all, in fact, we were able to attain — most western cities beeping 
no public record of their business transacted, the late war hav- 
ing materially aifected commerce in our section, and generally 
disorganized the usual course of trade. Yon will note the mea- 
gre number of cities of importance herein represented, and judge 
from that how vast will be the aggregate amount of commerce 
transacted a few years hence, for which we should promptly pro- 
vide facilities. 

Our neighbors in the Sotith have literally nest to nothing to 
show; but with their rich lands and gonial winters, there is a 
great future for them as well as for ua ; the busy hum of com- 
merce will again ring in the now languid streets and on the 
wharves of New Orleans. 

Congress can devise no more rapid and certain mode of can- 
celling the public debt, than by fostering the interests and enter- 
prise of the Mississippi valley, whose exporfa are almost wholly 
the means of paying foreign imports into the United States. 

Lot us have fl-ee navigation — free from rocks, snags, sunken 
wrecks and other obstructions in the main channel, from head- 
waters to the ocean ; render it safe and profitable for Tugs to 
tow a fleet of balk grain Barges down, salt in balk and other 
coarse goods up stream, then in good time freights will be but 
one-third of the present rates ; no measure wUl tend so much to 
enrich the country and make it permanently prosperous. 

Congress alone having the jurisdiction, let that body approve 
our measures, give their sanction and authority, and we will 
raise the necessary revenue out of the class it most directly ben- 
efits, without preying on the national coffers. 

The Chinese, 2,000 years ago, carried out a vast system of in- 
ternal navigation, the benefits of which remain to this day. Let 
ua not be behind that serai-barbarous nation in enterprise and 
sound judicious policy. 

If the few towns herein represented have, in 1865, transacted 
the appended amount of commerce, what will and must be the 
aggregate of all commerce in the Mississippi valley a few years 
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IMPOUTS, ST. LOUIS, 1865. 



Apples ■ ■ - 
Ragging ■ 



■ ■ brie. & tes. 



Broom Corn balos. 

Bread .-bxa. 

Butter ibs. 

Buckwheat efea. 

Cattle head. 

Castor Beans bash. 

Cement brla. 

Cider ■•■ " 

Coffee sks. 

Cooperage Floar brla. 

Pork " 

Whisky " 

Oil 

Corn bush. 

Conimeal sks. 



Eggs pkgs. 

Flaxseed bush. 



Hair 

Hay 

Hides .....'.. ..'.*. 

Horsee and l\{ulee ■ • 
Hogs (estim'd) ■. .. 



3. & Ms. I 
... kegs.' 
... pkgs. 



22,023 

8,200 

761,858 

16,255 

2.329 

4,247,500 

9,758 

839 



20,9(i3 


620 


737,295 


1,477,45C 


229 


835 


19,990 


128,674 




12,886 




676 


20 


297 


3O0 


61,000 


17,282 


6,450 


22,666 


3,850 


1,486 








4,846 


I,80( 








151 


20,262 


1.59i 


86,000 


1,885 


553 


41,575 


4,635 


8,734 




2,151 


6,847 


3,776 


16,537 


27,760 


6,280 




8,760 


69,100 


461,200 


518.890 


6,981 


515 


570 


704 


773 




1,509 


3,825 


7,655 




8.446 


1,680 




124,634 


36,163 




381,000 


68,000 


61.673 




21,136 


184,203 


140.720 


21,288 


16,844 


2,235 


1,972 




2,296 




44,000 


64,G33 



53,410 
7,1!1 
865,927 
23,423 
2,678 
5,207.500 
15.706 



3,082,746 
3.284 
21,845 



7,455 

3,248,900 

17,049 

61,832 



88,574 
230.715 
194,625 
9,745.900 
779,520 
200,000 

42,712 



5,126 
261,614 

39,288 
199,000 

61,573 
205,389 


12,302 
1,144,124 
1,177,140 
509,440 
6.957,749 
6,133,476 


162,008 


733,896 


19,079 
1,072 
8,674 


1,201,977 
20,706 
169,004 
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Imports, St. Louis, 18(35 {^concluded). 



Lje case 

Lumter perMf 

square and lug 

Lime brli 



Hope— 10 ft per lb 
nibs fair 



Sliipstuff 
SliingleB 

SpikeB 
Springs 

Steel 

Sofia All) &c 

Safcar 



Wliiskey 



IbB 



2,310 
76,000,000 
80,000,(»0 

4,000 



22,667 
Sil.aTO 
60,466 
10,623 



2,482 

1,084 

189,790 



141,678 

4,629 

2,542 

18,7G5 

848,200 

298,0i)0 

2,377 

395 



1,01 



9,010 
1,453 
21,621 



6,404 

4,631 
6,698 
9,655 

507,980 



Toted. 



22,526 

1,681 

2,705 

88,162,000 

80,000,000 



86,050 

4,020,677 

36,002 

8.020 

200,859 

1,582 



S 1,018,670 

18,972 

82,460 

1,861,192 

460,000 



19,630 
401,718 
15,820 



306,000 


1,688,000 






64,256 


1,927,680 


11,205 


1,568,700 




388,660 


333,600 


1,251,000 


661,807 


561,897 


16,411 


■ 82,055 


10,52Q 


492,490 


10,476 


62,866 


197,990 


138,593 


80,729 


242,187 


168,278 


504,884 


7,840 
8,866 


[ 351,180 






S78,70C 


448,440 




1,490,000 


l,78f 


8.940 


665 


6,164 


1,20S 


10,268 


16,85^ 


73,315 


ll,61f 


95,848 




187,500 


17,54£ 


3,684,450 


7,95S 


358,110 


28,026 


1,681,500 


10,431 


187,758 


16,352 


8,270,400 


2i,715 


760,025 


8,607,980 


7,015,760 


83.24t 


8,067,220 


1,79£ 


287,840 


2,6S)£ 


72,772 


12,0lf 


73,862 


10,383 


2,076,600 


143,167,326 






120,000,000 




285,878,875 
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PACKAGES AND TALUE OF LEADING IMPORTS. 



" dried and 
Pesuihes.p 
Ale, Beer ana 
Porter brls. 

Bn£f. Bohes .bales 



ttgging.. 



&e ska. 

Batter .' ,, 

BaleEopa...coila 
Boots aud 



Coal bosi 

Cattle hea 

Cemane and 
Plaster.... brl 

Cheese pkc, 

Cldar bri 



Corn Meal ..pkga. 

Cotton bale 

Cotton Yarn, 

&G P&^9. 

Cswikery 

"Ware i 

Candles 



Eggs . . . 



. .pkgB. 
. - pkgs 



Maieeed , . .pkgs. 

Feathers eks. 

Pish brls. 

" ....kitts. &o. 

Flour brls. 

Fruits pkgs. 

Grease pkgs. 

aia^ (Win- 
dow) bxa 

Glassware . .pkgs 

Hay bales 

Hardware, 

pes. & pfcga. 

Hemp bales 

Hides. bdls. & pes. 

" lbs. 

Hogs head 

Horses and 

Mules head 

Hops pkgs 



CINCISBATI. 



642,712 
^710 



21,6D6 I50,ya2 



7,718 
173,792 



>. 23,002,730 
129456 
587,140 



118^94 
33,615 



33^^9 
113,304 



344,211 



271,846 

5,178,460 
1,423,68C 
1,244,918 
4.752 
11,32246a 



186.554 
332,916 
3,019.750 
1426,411 



721.382 
fi2,308 
6,710 
2438 



75:,ol7 
108,310 
0S,3'H' 



354,534 
923,440 
184,a8 



1,910,009 
0,584,062 



379,aO0 
1,884^66 



9400,750 
371,760 



157JilO 

7,718 

211,490 

173,927 
1,817,708 
7,767 
124,875 i 



1,072,660 

77480 

11,704,148 



2,408,840 
468,180 
248,705 

1,734',372 



333,916 
3,019,750 
1,876,418 

482,365 
H -.789,637 , 
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Packages and Value of leading Import': (concluded^. 



Lninl>ec . . -pi 
Liquor pbgs. 



OatB 1 

O^cum ' 

Oilcake 

Onlona pkg3. 






Bope an 



Sbcep heaci 

Salt ■ 

Seed ptgs. 

SKiroh — 

Sbinslee.-.perM. 



" ....pkgs. 

Tea pfecf 

Tallow brl! 

Tar & Pitch .btls 
Turpentine . .bris 

■Whistey . . , 

Wheat bush 

■Woo!.. ska. & '.„ 
Wines. . .brls. and 



fifi 



Wbit« Land, .kga 



11,723 
613|l37 



i,i7a,02e 

18*^24 



136^50 
1,011,995 



4,319,f 
178,t_, 
24i39e 
667,860 



170,000 
5,249 
2,668 



70,700 

1,078,395! 

11,014' 



B,931i 160,399 



67,383' 107,812 
519,619133,604,320 
,360.707, 



30,543 
13,911 



r8,329,532 312,300,074 25 



196,776 
28p;S0 



17,044 
46,333 
3,026 



93,036 
33^6 
7,447 



1,161,923 
3,109,410 



1,037,171 

isB^eo 



1,120,360 
206,814 



463,421 
1,133,608 
199,463 
144,072 

21,168,012 
1,804,380 
372,350 
884,160 
693,620 
64,616 
84,080 

8,186,860 
3,808,912 
662,010 

698,330 
160,39a 
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$ 471 

1,178,654 

179,032 

44.320 

79,581 
695,294 

17,243 
226,980 
119,179 

Sl,843 
329,295 
277,059 




1 


942 
2 562,292 
31,136 
3,220 
1,593 
1,739 
63,864 
8,730 
2,599 
90,980 
11,355 
251,872 


i\ 


i 


1^ 
3 


$ 11,'02 
256,285 

950,000 
23,721 

334,584 


1 j 

1 


i 


32bn4 
557,143 

2 aid 
87,857 

304,167 


■ ^ 


Barky bush 
Com. ' 

Floav brls 

Hatdware &c pkge., &c. 

Lard tC6 

Merchandise tone, &e, 

Oats bneh. 

Pork brh 
' pes, 

Rye bush. 

Seed. pigs 
Wheat bush. 
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